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  Sculpture in Wood 

By Rüdiger Pawasser 
 
 

Sculpture in Wood features four marimbas. A 
marimba is a member of the percussion family.  It has 
wood bars which are played with mallets. The sound 
made by the wood bars travels through long tubes 
called resonators.  The resonators AMPLIFY the 
sound, or make it louder, like a megaphone 
AMPLIFIES someone’s voice.  Check out the pictures 
below to see the marimba in more detail.    
 

The marimba is an IDIOPHONE that has DEFINITE 
PITCH.  An IDIOPHONE is an instrument that 
vibrates to produce sound. In the case of the 
marimba, the wood bars are the IDIOPHONE.  They 
vibrate when hit with the mallets.  
 
DEFINITE PITCH refers to a sound with a specific 
pitch or note. The marimba is an instrument of 
DEFINITE PITCH because each wood bar plays a 
specific note. 
 
 
As you listen to Sculpture in Wood pay attention for 
a few key things.  
 

• The melodies are passed back and forth 
between the musicians. While there are four 
musicians, it often sounds like just one.  

• This piece has a sandwich structure. The first 
and third sections are both fast and use the 
same melody. The middle section is slow.  
 

Fast – slow – fast  
 

• Some notes are struck – hit one time – and 
other notes are rolled – hit many times in a row 
very quickly. The rolled notes are played mainly 
in the slow section.   
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  Log Cabin Blues 

By George Hamilton Green, Jr. 
Arr. Bob Becker 

 
 
George Hamilton Green, Jr. grew up in a very musical 
home.  His grandfather and father were both musicians 
and George followed their example by taking up the 
xylophone at an early age.  At 9 years old he played as 
a soloist with his father’s band, and he started touring 
as a teenager.  In addition to playing music, George was 
a teacher and composer, writing many popular pieces 
including Log Cabin Blues.  
 
 
Log Cabin Blues is an example of RAGTIME music. 
RAGTIME was the most popular form of American 
music in the early 1900s and uses lots of 
SYNCOPATION. SYNCOPATION means to emphasize 
a rhythm that goes against the strong beat. Try 
SYNCOPATION for yourself – say and clap the rhythm 
below but make the blue notes louder.   
 
  

 
 

 

 
In music, FORM means the structure of a piece of 
music, or how it is put together.  RAGTIME music 
often uses a special FORM called MULTI-STRAIN 
FORM. This is a big word. Let’s break it down to 
understand how MULTI-STRAIN FORM works.   
 

• A strain is a section that has a specific melody. 
We give each section a letter, like A, B, C, or 
D. 

• Multi simply means many. So, there are many 
strains in MULTI-STRAIN FORM. 

 
In Log Cabin Blues, there are four different strains 
– A, B, C, D – and some of them repeat. See the full 
MULTI-STRAIN FORM of this piece below and try 
to follow along as you listen to the performance.  
 
 
 

A A 
 

B B 

Ti          ti           ti           ti          ti           ti          ti           ti 

A 
 

 C  C 

    
D 

    
D 



 
 
 
  

Bonham 
By Christopher Rouse 

 
Bonham is based on the drumming style and GROOVES 
of John Bonham, the drummer for the rock band Led 
Zeppelin.  There are lots of rhythms and GROOVES in 
this piece, so let’s understand how GROOVES work.  
 
A GROOVE has a high sound and a low sound which 
alternate in a regular pattern. Check out the GROOVE 
examples below, some you have probably heard in 
popular music and did not even know it!   
 
 

Drums are MEMBRANOPHONES. A 
MEMBRANOPHONE is an instrument that makes 
sound with a stretched membrane that vibrates.  A 
drum has a wood shell with a drumhead stretched 
across it.  When hit with a stick, the drumhead is the 
membrane that vibrates and makes the drum a 
MEMBRANOPHONE. Check out the parts of a drum 
below.   

Ta        ta         ti      ti       ta  

Low  
sound 

High 
sound 

Ti     ti      ta       ti      ti     ta  

Ta        ta         ta        ta  

Drum shells Drumhead 
(membrane) 

Drum shell with drumhead 



 


